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the kingdom set themselves publickly to sale, and held an
open traffick for votes and places; that whoever engaged in
the party of the minister, declared himself ready to sup-
port his cause against truth, and reason, and conviction,
and was no longer under the restraint of shame or virtue.

These assertions, hardy as they were, they endeavoured
to support by instances of measures, which they described
as having no other tendency, than to advance the court to
absolute authority, to enslave the nation, or to betray it:
and more happily would they have propagated their system,
and much sooner would they have obtained a general de-
claration of the people in their favour, had they been able
to have produced a motion like this.

Should the influence of these men increase, should they
grow secure in the possession of their power, by any new
methods of deluding the people, what wonderful expe-
dients, what unheard-of methods of government may not
be expected from them ? What degrees of violence may
they not be supposed to practise, who have flushed their
new authority by a motion which was never projected since
the first existence of our government, or offered by the
most arbitrary minister in all the confidence of an esta-
blished majority.

It may, perhaps, be imagined by many of those who are
unacquainted with senatorial affairs, as many of the mem-
bers of this house may without any reproach be supposed
to be, that I have made use of those arts against the pa-
triots which they have so long practised against the court;
that I have exaggerated the enormity of the motion by un-
just comparisons, or rhetorical flights; and that there will
be neither danger nor inconvenience in complying with it
to any but those who have betrayed their trust, or neg-
lected their duty,

I doubt not, but many of those with whom this motion
has been concerted, have approved it without seeing ail its
consequences; and have been betrayed into that approba-
tion by a laudable zeal for their country, and an honest in-
dignation against corruption and treachery, by a virtuous
desire of detecting wickedness, and of securing our consti-
tution from any future dangers or attacks.